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A Prov1dence—based blotechnology
'pharmaceutma} firm that genetically

engineers new. vaccines has received a.

- §528,313 grant to begin developlng anov-
el tredtment for hemophilia.

the :National -Institutes of Health, to

reengineer Factor VI a clotting agent: in .

.the bldod that is deficient in hemophili-
“acs. Lab-engineered Factor VHI has long
“peen used to treat people with the disease,
““but ‘many - hemophiliacs develop an
*nnmune responseto the treahnent
: EpiVax hopes to geneti-

De Groot pres1dent and CEO of Ep1Vax .

- said in a press release. “We hope to make -
it possible for persons living with hemo-

philig o aveid a'common side effect of

"FVIII that is currently in use — “the devel- -
opment of ‘inhibitors’ 10 the hi'e-savmg )
_ therapy ' '

‘EpivVax Inc. will use the grant from- '

_More than 18,000 people in the Umted- :
Stateshavehemophﬂla apotentially life- .
threatening bleeding discrder, according
to.the Centers for Dlsease Control and

© Prevention. . -
< The money is the Iatest in more than_ R

$3 million in grants that EpiVax has got- .
- ten from the small business funding arm.

s of the NIH since the compa:
ny was founded in 1998 by. -

-_'callymodjfy Factor VIliso =~ . Y .
‘:that it is not rejected by the - This iSan - De Groot, who.is also-an
“hodies - 'of . ~hemophiliacs, - associate professor of ‘com- - .
'said Danie} 8. Rivera; the - entireiy I‘IOVEE - munity heaith and mediz
- company’s.. ‘director - ‘of © cine at Brown University - - .
‘molecular andce}lularblol approach tO - and director of BrownMed- - - -

: R “ical - School’s TB/I-IV :

lmprovmg Research Labératory -

egmns respon51b1e for the_

. “re-engineering the protein

Facter VIR -

- Epivax’s work to find: a .
. new- treatment: for hemo- -
ph]ha ‘is: one " of ‘several

| "'so'you can give it to patients therapy “ongoing projects. EpiVaxis -
B overandoveragammﬂlout -:__.a]so'workingtod_e’velopvac—--’ B
any . »Hmnunoreac_twe DR ANNEDE GROOT ‘cines ‘for ‘HIV, smallpox, ~ |
response he said. “ " Epiaxinc. . tularemia, and otherinfec..
- Researchers will con- . - _ tious diseases and potential
‘duct ” studies -in. ‘special - -PYESidem a“d-CE.Q . bioterrorist weapons. -

) strams of ‘mice . to see.

“whether the reengineered FVIH 1{)rotem"=
" avoids the ustal antibody responses. The -

" program will be carried out by EpiVax in
- collaboration with Dr. David Scott at the
» - Tiniversity.of: Maryland and Dr. EQ For-

' man at the Hasbro Children’s Hospital,
"~ who Eplvax said is Rhode Island’s leadmg_:' .

+ * expert in the treatment of ‘hemophilia.

drug for hemophilia that it can start test-

" ing inlarge animals and then scale up for:: :

-a clinical frial, Rivera said. .

-“This is an entirely novel approach o
unprovmg Factor VIII therapy” Dr: Anme .

the immune system. - B
~Rivera credited the states Slater

" “Following the two-year program, Ep1-' : .Technology Fund for providing seed .

“ Vax hopes. it will have developed a new-

funding that.enabled EpiVax to develop

‘the technology platform that he sa1d is.-

now driving the company’s success. :
““They’ve been really mstrumental B

throughout our entlre growth process ;
.he sani = : N

- At the core of all Epi- - . |
-Vax s work is'the: ‘EpiMatrix System, a ~ -

--yaccine design technology that uses algo-

rithms and coefficient sets:to predict
-which parts of a gene sequence will acti-

- vate Ticells, which direct all other cellsi in




